CHAPTER XXI

THE DAWK OF A SECRET  HOPE AND THE           OF A

GREAT  CAMPAIGN

1903

ALTHOUGH one finds few references to the matter in the
journals or letters, and these only of the most glancing
character, there is no doubt that the General was moved by
the immense interest in the Army at this period to entertain
the hope of converting the whole world*

He spoke of the matter to Bramwcll Booth and also to
the present writer. He believed that it was possible to
bring men and women of every degree and temperament
into the fold of the Salvation Army, and he even dared, in
certain moments of enthusiasm, to think that he himself
might live to accomplish this consummation,

The reader must remember that the campaigns of the
General were events of the first order in every country thai
he visited. No man of any nation in the world hud so
wide a popularity among all the peoples of tine earl It
Moreover, it must be carefully borne in mind that wherever
he went the General heard the most astonishing, the most
dramatic, and also the most pathetic stories of individual
conversions. To hear one or two of such stories must
have kindled any man*s enthusiasm, but for a man of
William Booth's temperament and faith to hear hundreds of
these stories told in every part of the world must clearly
have been an inspiration of irresistible power

In a certain measure it may be said that he looked for a
Second Advent. He hated faddists with all his might, and
he feared to find himself numbered among the sujttrstitious;
he therefore kept almost entirely to himself this dream of
great world-conversion, this hope of a final victory over
Satan, this prayer for an absolute accomplishment of his
heart's passion. But there is no doubt that in secret he
poured out to God this last and tremendous longing of his
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